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Context and Key Challenges – The Gaza Strip
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• The war on the Gaza Strip was destructive and brutal; leading to a staggering

killing of more than 47,161 Palestinians, of which 70 per cent are women and

children. More than 110,000 Palestinians in the Gaza Strip were wounded.

• There are more than 1.9 million internally displaced people (90% of Gaza’s

population) , and 96% of the population is facing acute food insecurity with

2.15 million people at crisis levels of hunger or worse.
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Post-ceasefire Key Challenges 

• Humanitarian assessments and delivery: On the ground field 
verification of damage assessments remain limited, hindered 
by border access and logistical constraints. 

• Reconstruction and aid delivery: The primary concern 
remains humanitarian aid, yet delivery remains a challenge. 
Recovery and reconstruction efforts depend on continuation 
of ceasefire, border access, rubble clearance and HLP 
challenges.

• Shelter challenges: Progress on transitional shelter 
solutions stalled due to restrictions on entering materials.

• Debris management: A new debris quantification completed 
with UNEP, while planning for  a 2nd Rapid Damage and 
Needs Assessment (RDNA) by World Bank, UN, and EU is 
underway.

• Governance and Security: No clear governance structure and 
concerns over future stability and potential of renewed 
escalation. 
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UN-Habitat Palestine’s Programme Ongoing Engagements 
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• UN-Habitat is engaging with the WB, EU and UNCT on:

- The Interim Rapid Damage and Needs Assessment (IRDNA)
for Gaza, providing a preliminary evaluation of the destruction 
caused by the war. 

- The Conflict Recovery Framework (CRF), which is being 
developed to operationalize the RDNA and guide the 
reconstruction efforts for the Gaza Strip, including sectoral 
planning, resource mobilization and institutional coordination. 

- UN-Habitat is co-leading with UNDP on the Housing Sector 
Recovery Strategy in the CRF.

- UN-Habitat is leading the Urban Planning and HLP Recovery 
Sector Strategies in the CRF.

• UN-Habitat is co-coordinating with NRC the HLP Technical

Working Group, which is working to facilitate and provide

technical support on HLP rights, issues, concerns and potential

interventions,

• UN-Habitat is part of the Shelter Cluster, the Site Management

Working Group, and the Debris Management Working Group.

View of overwhelming destruction in northern Gaza © February 2024 
UNRWA photo by Abdallah Al-Haj



Collaboration with UNOSAT – Updating the Building Footprint

• In the absence of the ability to collect on-field data, previous data and visual interpretations 
were used as a baseline to assess the level of damage in the Gaza Strip.  

• UN-Habitat has updated the building footprint of the Gaza Strip, using the PCBS baseline of 
2017 as a baseline and available satellite image of May 2023 as a reference point for pre-
conflict data. . 

• The updated building footprint was used as a baseline by a number of UN-agencies, including 
UNOSAT, and humanitarian actors in the Gaza Strip, allowing for a more in depth understanding 
of the level of the damage and number of affected people.
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Extending the comprehensive damage
assessment on the affected housing units



Collaboration with UNOSAT – Damaged Roads Analysis

• As part of the collaboration with UNOSAT, UN-Habitat team has contributed to the 
satellite-based comprehensive damage assessment to detect damage and affected 
roads across the Gaza Strip, based on an image collected on 18 August 2024.

• According to satellite imagery analysis:

• Approximately:

68%
of the total road
network is damaged

Destroyed roads 1,190 km

Severely affected roads 415 km

Moderately affected roads 1,440 km

• This is a preliminary analysis that needs to be 
validated in the field. However, it will be invaluable 
input for municipalities and humanitarian and 
developmental partners to guide their interventions 
on the ground. 
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Collaboration with UNEP – Debris Calculations

• UN-Habitat has collaborated with UNEP on regularly updating the debris 
calculation based on the findings of the UNOSAT comprehensive 
damage assessment.  

• The destruction of buildings and roads has generated an enormous 
quantity of debris: by December 2024, the amount was estimated at 
over 51 million tons.

• UN-Habitat has extended the debris calculations on the municipality 
level, with additional focus on the refugee camps, as well as the 
typology of the affected structures. 

• This detailed analysis will influence the decision-making process 
regarding: (i) the phasing and prioritization of debris removal works, (ii) 
selection of proper dumping sites (iii) as well as proposing 
environmentally friendly solutions for disposing and recycling of the 
generated debris amounts. 
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UN-Habitat’s Vision for Humanitarian Response
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UN-Habitat Proposed 
Integrated Recovery 

Framework for Gaza Strip



UN-Habitat’s Vision for Humanitarian Response
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• As part of the Integrated Recovery Framework for Gaza Strip, UN-Habitat 
secured 1 million USD through the Japan Supplementary Budget (JSB) 
to implement.

• The project aims to enhance the resilience of crisis-affected vulnerable 
communities in Gaza Strip through creating pathways out of the 
ongoing acute humanitarian crisis and establishing the foundation for 
rebuilding in a more resilient and sustainable manner. 

• The expected results of this project are: 

o 2 Urban Profiles for the targeted neighbourhoods 

o 2 Area-based neighbourhood master plans 

o 1 HLP support campaign to vulnerable families 

o 2 area-based projects to rehabilitate and upgrade public 
services 

o 25 Partially damaged houses are Rehabilitated using a 
community-led self-help modality. 



Proposed Concept Notes
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Thank you!

www.unhabitat.org
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