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Press release

French Development Agency and UN-Habitat seek to advance affordable and
sustainable housing

Nairobi/Kenya, 6 June 2023 — The French Development Agency (AFD) and UN-
Habitat held a working session on the sidelines of the second United Nations Habitat
Assembly, which opened in Nairobi, Kenya. It aimed to foster exchange between
countries, championing inclusive and sustainable public policies and supporting the
“Adequate Housing for All” resolution, which had been tabled by Kenya and France and
co-sponsored by several other states.

The French Development Agency and UN-Habitat strongly believe that adequate
housing promotes health, dignity, safety, and connection to essential services and
employment opportunities beyond mere physical structures. It is a place where
individuals and households can thrive and contribute to their communities.

During the session, UN-Habitat and AFD announced their strengthened collaboration to
support the implementation of affordable housing policies and advocate for better
access to sustainable housing as a central aspect of socio-economic development. The
signed memorandum of understanding between the two parties builds upon their
existing cooperation. It outlines a ten-year partnership that will operate on multiple levels
to achieve the shared goals.

About the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)

UN-Habitat is the United Nations entity responsible for sustainable urbanization. It has
programmes in over 90 countries that support policymakers and communities to create
socially and environmentally sustainable cities and towns. UN-Habitat promotes
transformative change in cities through knowledge, policy advice, technical assistance,
and collaborative action. Follow us on Twitter @UNHABITAT.

About the Agence Francaise de Développement (AFD)

Implements France’s policy on international development and solidarity. Through its
financing of NGOs and the public sector, as well as its research and publications, AFD
supports and accelerates transitions towards a fairer, more resilient world. With our
partners, we are building shared solutions with and for the people of the Global South.
Our teams are at work on more than 4,000 projects in the field, s, in 115 countries and
in regions in crisis. We strive to protect global public goods — promoting a stable climate,
biodiversity and peace, as well as gender equality, education and healthcare. In this
way, we contribute to the commitment of France and the French people to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Towards a world in common. Afd.fr/en
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For more information, please contact:
News and Media Unit, UN-Habitat
Marianne Périquoi-Macé periguoimacem@afd.fr, AFD Press officer
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